Tlie  Tower of Silence
HUNDREDS of years ago, when the Persian race
first issued from unknown Bactria and the grim
Hyrcanian forests, passing through the Caspian
Gates, they came upon a fertile land lying to the
north-east of the country, which was subse-
quently named Media. There on the edge of
the province known to-day as Khorasan they
founded a city, which with the rolling centuries
gathered greatness and riches and power; the
Greeks (for her fame had penetrated to the limits
of the civilized world) called her Rages. Key to
Hyrcania and Parthia, the geographical position
of the Median city lent her consiiderable impor-
tance. The Jews knew her well: in Rages
dwelt that Gabelus to whom the pious Tobit
entrusted his ten talents of silver in the days of
the Captivity; there Tobias was journeying
when the angel Raphael met him and instructed
him in the healing properties of fishes; there,
relates the author of the Book of Judith, reigned
Phraortes whom Nebuchadnezzar smote through
with his darts and utterly destroyed.
Rages, the Ancient of Days, passed through